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I cannot believe that we are already turning the calendars to May! Summer will be here be-
fore we know it!  Before we look to what is ahead for us as a congregation, I want to take a 
moment to voice my appreciation for the Easter season that we have recently finished.  We 
live in a fast-paced culture that tends to move quickly from one task to the next, but I believe 
it is important to take the time to say thank you.  It has been a moving Easter season for our 
congregation with a number of special worship services and events.   
 

I believe that our four worship services during Holy Week honored the range of experiences 
and emotions that Christ and his followers lived through during the last week of Jesus‟ life.  
On Palm Sunday, during the special litany, we waved our palm branches to celebrate the 
triumphant Messiah. That morning of Palm Sunday, we also heard the story of Simon Peter‟s 
denial of his master three times before the cock crowed and were reminded of God‟s pres-
ence with us, even when we are going through the dark night of the soul. At the special pro-
gram “Sketches of the Passion: Through the Eyes of Mary Magdalene,” the music and im-
ages were deeply moving.  Hearing the beautiful solo of “Were You There” while we saw Je-
sus carrying his cross through the sanctuary was a stirring scene that I will remember for 
many years to come.   
 

I thoroughly enjoyed the intimacy of our Maundy Thursday worship service in the chapel.  
You all sounded so good singing the hymns together that evening!  We remembered Jesus‟ 
Last Supper with his disciples and celebrated by sharing in the Holy Sacrament ourselves.  
On Easter, it was so exciting to see so many smiling faces out in the congregation.  Your joy 
and enthusiasm was contagious.  As we heard the familiar Easter story, we recalled that Je-
sus is alive here and now, transforming the world and bringing salvation and hope to each 
one of us as individuals.   
 

Many of you shared with me a number of positive comments and notes of appreciation for 
our Holy Week services. It truly was a team effort!  It not only takes bell ringers, musicians, 
and liturgists, but it also takes many people behind the scenes who fold bulletins, set up 
decorations, run the sound system, take pictures, and who pray for us as a church.  I have 
noticed that several of you have recently invited your neighbors to come and join us for a 
worship service, a fellowship dinner, or a Bible study.  A personal invitation from you is the 
best way that we can lead people to consider becoming a part of our church family.  It does 
not take anything other than a little bit of courage to tell someone you care for about the won-
derful programs and services at our church.   
 

There is so much good that we can accomplish when we work together.  In 1
st
 Corinthians 

Chapter 12, Paul describes how we as the church function as a body.  We, as the individual 
parts of the body need each other. Paul writes, “If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? . . . The 
eye cannot say to the hand, „I have no need of you,‟ nor again the head to the feet, „I have no 
need of you.‟”  Paul is suggesting that each one of us brings different gifts and that is a good 
thing because we need each other.  We are stronger than the sum of our individual parts 
when we work together, cooperatively as one.       
 

Peace in Christ, 

 
Jody Moore 

Notes from Your Temporary Shepherd 
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Spring and Summer Sermon Series 

Reverend Jody Moore‟s sermon series on the Power of 
God, which began in early April, will continue throughout 
the month of May, concluding on Trinity Sunday, May 30, 
2010.  The God that we worship is Almighty, which 
means all-powerful.  On Easter Sunday, God displayed 
that power when Jesus Christ won a decisive victory over 
the powers of death and evil through his resurrection. 
When we are weak, we can depend on God‟s strength.  
During the sermon series, we will focus our attention on 
the many ways the Lord demonstrates God‟s power.   
 

May 2: John 8:1-11.  The Power of God to Forgive Us. 
The scribes and Pharisees bring a woman caught in adul-
tery to Jesus.  At that time, the punishment was to stone 
a woman who had committed that crime to death.  Where 
that society and we are tempted to punish and seek retri-
bution, Jesus offers mercy and second chances.  Jesus 
forgave that woman and offers to cleanse us of our sins.   
 

May 9: Acts 16:16-39. The Power of God to Free Us 
from What Is Holding Us Captive. Paul and Silas are min-
istering in Christ‟s name when they are arrested, beaten, 
and put in prison.  In the middle of the night, God opens 
the prison doors through a mighty earthquake, setting 
Paul and Silas free.  God also has the power to save us 
from anything that is holding us captive!   
 

May 16: Genesis 11:1-9. The Power of God to Humble 
Us When We Become Too Prideful.  Humans build The 
Tower of Babel in an effort to make a name for them-
selves.  When we rely only on ourselves and what we can 
accomplish on our own, we lose focus on the big picture.  
We are nourished and sustained by being in relationship 
with God.   
 

May 23: Pentecost Sunday-Acts 2:1-12 & 41-47.  The 
Power of God to Send Us the Holy Spirit. On Pentecost 
Sunday, we celebrate God‟s gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
church.  The Holy Spirit guides us, strengthens us, in-
structs us, and purifies our motives.  Filled with the Spirit, 
the early church devoted itself to several key practices 
that are still important for us today: teaching, fellowship, 
breaking bread together, and praying.  
 

May 30: Psalm 8 & Proverbs 8. The Power of God to 
Create the Majestic Universe. On Trinity Sunday, we 
celebrate that we know God in three ways: as Father 
(Creator), Son, and Holy Spirit.  Psalm 8 and Proverbs 8 
tells us about God as Creator.  It gives us a sense of awe 
to imagine the enormous size of the universe, yet God 
still loves us individually and knows each of us by name!    

April and May 2010 Sermon Series: 
The Power of God 

June and July 2010 Sermon Series 
Glimpses of the Gospel: Jesus’ Ministry in Luke 

A Word from Our Pastor 

Luke offers one of the most detailed portrayals of Je-
sus‟ ministry.  In Luke, we see Jesus calling disciples to 
come follow him, teaching through parables, preaching 
about loving others and receiving God‟s blessings, 
healing those struggling with personal demons, and 
instructing us how to pray.  Throughout June and July, 
we will get “Glimpses of the Gospel” by reading through 
the book of Luke.     
 

June 6: Luke 5:1-11.  Jesus visits Simon Peter, 
James, and John in their fishing boats.  They have 
been working all night, but have not caught anything.  
With Jesus‟ help, they bring in so many fish that their 
nets begin to break.  Jesus then calls the disciples to 
walk away from their fishing boats and to follow him; 
they leave everything behind.  What does it look like for 
us to be disciples of Jesus in the twenty-first century?  
What kind of commitment do we have to serving our 
Lord?   
 

June 13: Luke 6:20-36. Jesus calls us to love our ene-
mies.  We are supposed to turn the other cheek.  How 
do we live out such demanding instructions?  Does Je-
sus want us to be pushovers, or is there more going on 
in this text?  What does it mean to love all people, even 
those individuals with whom we have a hard time get-
ting along or those who wish us harm?   
 

June 20: Luke 8:4-15. Jesus often taught in parables, 
which are stories that explain a deeper truth about the 
kingdom of heaven.  In Luke 8, Jesus tells the Parable 
of the Sower and then explains the meaning of the par-
able.  God plants the seeds in our lives so that we can 
grow in faith, but impediments, complications, and 
temptations get in our way.  How can we overcome 
life‟s obstacles so that we can develop and mature in 
the faith?   
 

June 27: Luke 8:26-39. Jesus encounters the 
Gerasene demoniac, a man who is deeply disturbed 
and is probably severely mentally ill.  The Gerasene 
demoniac has been excluded and ostracized from his 
community, yet Jesus converses with the man, includes 
him, and heals him.  Jesus shows us the importance of 
being compassionate and welcoming toward those who 
are different and are struggling with personal demons.  
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May Dates to Remember 
 

 May 6 ...........................National Day of Prayer 
 May 9 ......................................... Mother‟s Day 
 May 16 ........................... Communion Service 
 May 31 . Memorial Day OFFICE CLOSED, NO MMO 

Please join us for our Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
with Pastor Jody Moore during the month of May.  We 
meet Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Here are the passages that we will be discussing 
at Bible Study this month:  
 

May 4: Acts 16:16-39 
May 11: Genesis 11:1-9 
May 18: Acts 2:1-12 & 2:41-47 
May 25: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 & Psalm 8 

 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study 

 

Mother’s Day Offering 

The mission of The Presbyterian Homes, Inc. is to pro-
vide financial assistance to seniors who are no longer 
able to pay for care or the full cost of care. On Mother‟s 
Day, May 9, 2010, we take time to remember the moth-
ers who have been special in our lives. Your participa-
tion in The Mother‟s Day Offering reaches out genera-
tion to generation ensuring that older adults receive the 
services they deserve today and for years to come. Your 
contribution to the Mother‟s Day Offering will be a gift 
beyond measure. Thanks to The Mother‟s Day Offering, 
no resident at Glenaire, Scotia Village or River Landing 
at Sandy Ridge has ever been asked to leave because 
of outliving financial resources. The Presbyterian Homes 
has shown its worthiness of our support over the years 
through exemplary service and quality care. Checks 
should be made payable to Westminster Presbyterian 
Church for The Mother‟s Day Offering. 

COMMUNION SERVICE ON MAY 16, 2010 
 

Our next Communion will be May 16, 2010. 
Please come and participate in this service. 
Home Communion will be provided. This will 
be the seventh Sunday of Easter right before 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2010. 

There was a congregational meeting at the conclusion 
of the 11:00 am worship service on March 28, 2010.  
The purpose of the meeting was to elect new church 
officers.  The following individuals were duly elected: 
Rose Creech and Deborah Cain to serve as elders in the 
class of 2013.  Polly Goodwin and Ann Medlin were 
elected to serve as deacons in the class of 2011.  Con-
gratulations!  We pray for God to offer wisdom and guid-
ance to each of these people as they serve the Lord and 
Westminster Presbyterian Church!   

NEW CHURCH OFFICERS  
ELECTED 

 

Girl Scout Camp Begins June 21st 

Once again this year, the Session approved the annual 
summer girl scout camp to be held at WPC. This year‟s 
theme is “Welcome to the Jungle” and will include exciting 
activities every day for all those girls involved from Kinder-
garten up through High School. T-shirt pick up is Sunday, 
June 20th and camp begins Monday, June 21st and runs 
through Friday June 25th and will be held from 9:00am-
3:30pm each day. 

 

SUMMER PE AND ART CAMPS FOR  

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS AT WESTMIN-

STER! 
 

 

The session has approved having three weeks of JY Joy-
ner‟s summer camps at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church this summer.  The camps are for students who 
are rising Kindergarten through sixth graders.  There will 
be an art camp and a PE camp led by Mr. Poyer and Mr. 
Fotta, two of the teachers at JY Joyner. If one of your 
children or grandchildren or one of your neighbor‟s chil-
dren is interested in the camps, there are flyers in the 
church office with more information.  The camps will 

 

June Dates to Remember 
 

 June 4 ................. Last Day of School for MMO 
 June 17 ................................ Fellowship Dinner 
 June 20 ........................................ Father‟s Day 
 June 20 ..... Chimes Deadline for July & August 
 June 21 ..................... Girl Scout Camp Begins 
 June 28 ......... MMO Summer Session Begins 

Summer Schedule for 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

 

The weekly Friday morning Women‟s 
Bible Study will continue through the 
summer this year. They will continue to 
meet at the usual weekly time of 10:00 
am every Friday. 
 

 

Helen Wright Center 
 

On Tuesday, June 1st WPC will serve dinner to the ladies at the 
Helen Wright Center on Cabarrus Street.                      

-Jimi Felton 

Interim Organist 
We would like to welcome Jolene Miedema back to our church as 
interim organist. She will be filling in as Margaret Clyburn is taking 
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Mother’s Morning Out 
 

 

We are almost at the end of our school year. What an 
exciting year this has been. We have a few more fun 
activities scheduled before we take a little break. During 
the month of May we will have our Annual Mother‟s Day 
Tea and our End of School Year par-
ties. 
 

Please take a moment every now and 
then to come visit our MMO hallway 
that is decorated with artwork done by 
the MMO children. 
 

Thanks for all your support. 
 

Dani 

Congregational Care 
 

All of the eighteen shut-ins are doing well. They enjoy 
their cards, telephone calls and receiving any informa-
tion from the church. Herman Clark is doing well; Myrtle 
Clark‟s knees are being taken care of by medication at 
this time and no surgery is planned. Nick Nichols is back 
in rehab at Wake Med. He is doing a little better and 
hopes to go home in about a week or so as he has been 
in the hospital now over 50 days. Joann Puryear is im-
proving and will be going home from Rex Rehab on April 
25. Edna Austin is being treated weekly for her left eye 
and was at church on April 18th.  After being away since 
May of 2009, we were excited to see Frank and Jo Gat-
ton back in worship on April 18th and 25th. Frank had 
many complications and extra hip surgery after his first 
hip replacement on June 1, 2009. Please look at the 
pictures in the Chimes, and see some of our shut-ins. 
We hope to  take pictures of all of our shut-ins in the 
next two or three months. Remember to keep praying– 
God answers prayers.      - Justine Piper 

 

Newsletter of the People of 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
301 E. Whitaker Mill Road • Raleigh, NC 27608 

(919) 828-0507 • info@westminster-raleigh.org  

www.westminster-raleigh.org 
 

We publish the Westminster Chimes monthly and welcome 
submissions from readers. Those chosen for publication 
may be edited. Please submit either written or electronic 
copy to the church office no later than the 20th of the 
month prior to publication. 

 

The Staff 

Interim Pastor ............................................ Jody Moore 

Director of Music ................................... Eric Hendricks 

Handbell/Chimes Director ...................... Marilyn Reese 

Organist............................................ Margaret Clyburn 

Mothers‟ Morning Out Director .................... Dani Bailey 

Adm. Secretary ....................................... Laura Greene 

Custodian .............................................. Dwight Wilkins 

 
The Session 

Moderator: Rev. Jody Moore 
Clerk: Justine Piper 

 

Class of 2010 
Rose Creech 

Rudy Bartholomew 

 

Class of 2011 
Justine Piper 
Joe Morgan 

 

Class of 2012 
Emily Bradshaw 

Dink Puryear 
 

The Diaconate 
 

Class of 2010 
Pat Howell 

 

Class of 2011 
Betty Ray 
Rob Speer 

 
Our mission is to lead people into a loving and  growing 

relationship with Jesus Christ, and to strengthen His church. 
 

Sunday Church School: 9:30 a.m. 

 Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 a.m. 

A Special Thank You 
 

To Our WPC Church Family, 
We would like to thank you all for the many visits, phone 
calls, cards, and prayers during this difficult time of re-
covery for Joann. She is well on her way to recovery. 
 

With love and appreciation, 
 

Dink and Joann Puryear 

A Very Special Birthday 

Edith Liles celebrated her 98th birthday on Friday, April 
9th, 2010. She celebrated with her dear friend Emmie 
Aull at their favorite restaurant. There were many hugs 
and well wishes, along with clapping and singing, and 
lunch on the house. It was truly an outpouring of love for 
a life well-lived! 

 

Worship Ministry would like to call your attention to the 
Flower chart in the office lobby area. Most Sundays are 
available. Please consider signing up to donate a flower 
arrangement. Our Church secretary may be able to help 
you with this. She has her own flower business under 
the name of “greenehouse designs”. She did both the 
palm arrangement for Palm Sunday and the special 
arrangement for Easter Sunday and did a great job. 
Check with her to see what she can do for you. Her 
number at “greenehouse designs” is (919)607-5738  or 
you can email her at greenehousedesigns@gmail.com. 
Please be sure to sign your name for the date you want 
of if you are not able to come, Laura can sign your 
name if the date requested is available. 

 

  

Happy are those… who delight in the law of the 
Lord, and on His law meditate day and night. They 

are like trees planted by streams of water, which 
yield their fruit in its season, and their lives do not 

wither. In all that they do, they prosper.      Psalm 1:1-3 
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 Music Ministry 

It is amazing to be able to write this 
month‟s word in due season. I‟m over-
whelmed at the commitment of the 
Music Ministry of this church.  There 
are not enough words to express my 
appreciation to the individuals involved 
in the Music Ministry. The music minis-
try presented two special programs 

this spring: Sketches of the Passion: 
through the eyes of Mary Magdalene and Sing Hallelu-
jah! A Festival of Song. 
 

A lot of work was put into these special services by the 
Chancel Choir, Joy Ringers and other individuals who as-
sisted with these services. I want to take a few minutes to 
say thank you to all who helped with or participated in 
these services. 
 

To the Chancel Choir, I cannot say thank you enough for 
you willingness to follow our Savior Jesus Christ and for 
your commitment to this program.  To the Joy Ringers, I‟m 
forever grateful for your willingness to stand  alongside us 
and assist with our special services and for your dedication 
to worshipping God with handbells. To the College Scholar-
ship Students, there are no words to express my thanks for  
the hard work you have provided this semester. Your will-
ingness and faithfulness to worship God will be treasured 
for years to come. 
 

Now comes the creative part of my job. This summer, our 
choir will be without the college students. I ask that you 
keep an open mind as we make our way through the sum-
mer. If you are interested in singing with the choir, please 
come join us. 
 

Remember the words of the Psalmist in Psalm 100: 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the 
Lord with gladness; come into His presence with singing. 
Know that the Lord is God. It is He that made us, and we are 
His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter 
His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise. Give 
thanks to Him, bless His name. For the Lord is good; His 
steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all 
generations. 

JOIN THE CHOIR! 
Now is a good time to join the choir. During the months of 
June and July, the choir will only meet every other 
Wednesday to practice. Come and join the choir. The con-
gregation will benefit and you will also benefit from this 
experience. Eric would love to sign you up. 

 

HAND BELLS 
The Joy Ringers do not usually meet in the summer 
months, but they will be back again this fall.  Please con-
sider joining the Joy Ringers. Talk to any of the partici-
pants or to Marilyn Reese, the director. They have fun and 
play beautifully on the hand bells each time they partici-
pate in worship. 

aAHlBELLS  BELLS  BELLS  
 

 

The spring flowers have bloomed, the days are getting 
warmer, and the bell-ringing year is coming to a close. The 
Joy Ringers will ring on Mother‟s Day, Sunday, May 9th. 
On Monday, May 10th we will polish our beautiful bells, 
then gather at Edwards Mill Bar and Grill (Betty Ray‟s son‟s 
restaurant) for a wonderful time of fellowship. After a sum-
mer break, we will return in September with renewed spirit.  
 

Thank you to the congregation and staff who have sup-
ported our music and program and to those who have en-
joyed ringing those bells. We rejoice that we can ring and 
make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

We welcome anyone who would like to ring to join us in 
September. Talk to the current ringers Elsie Bowling, Polly 
Goodwin, Mary Odom, Dink Puryear, Betty Ray and Cathy 
Weeks. Learn about the fun and caring community we have 
within our choir. Find out how ringing is such a joy! Find out 
how you can ring! There is something everyone can do to 
ring. We welcome anyone who loves the bells and desires 
to join! 
 

Happy Summer and Blessings to All, 
 

Marilyn Reese 
919-846-6406 

 

May Birthdays 
 

Charles Feaver ...................................................... 7 

Amanda Thieman .................................................. 8 

Diane Rice ........................................................... 17 

Rose Creech ....................................................... 20 

Polly Goodwin ..................................................... 21 

Morris Hayes ....................................................... 22 

Deborah Cain ...................................................... 23 

Joe Morgan ......................................................... 24 

Verna Howell ....................................................... 29 

Celeste Mingis ..................................................... 30 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

Ray and Cathy Reeve .......................................... 2 

 

 

June Birthdays 
 

Jean Livesay ...................................................... 1 

Betty Smith ....................................................... 14 

Brian Futrell ...................................................... 18 

Dink Puryear ..................................................... 20 

Ruby Lee Dean ................................................ 21 

Jonathan Lanford ............................................. 22 

Elsie Bowling .................................................... 23 

Justine Piper ..................................................... 28 
 

June Anniversaries 
 

Dink and Joann Puryear ................................... 21 
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Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010 

Ina Simpson places a flower on the  
Easter Cross. 

Odessa Little and her son,  
Tommy Little 

Diane Rice standing next to the Easter Lily  
arrangement that decorated the sanctuary. 

Rob Speer and Sandra Mullen’s friend, 
Connie,  in front of the Easter Cross. 

Edith Yopp with her family: Son, Jim Grissom; Daughter,  Jeanine 
Grissom; and Granddaughters, Robin (in bunny ears) , and Amy 
(next to Edith). 

Eric Hendricks and the Chancel Choir lead the  
congregation in singing. 

Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010 

Jeff Wilkins portraying Jesus Christ on the cross, while 
the Chancel Choir sings. Jeff Wilkins portrayed Jesus Christ. 

Alden Pridgen, soloist. 
Liturgist Deborah Cain. 

Sandra Mullen after the Easter Service.. 

http://westminster-raleigh.org/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=1097&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
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Music Appreciation Day 

The Chancel Choir; From left to right: Front Row: Kathy Rhoderick, Cindy 
Wyatt, Polly Goodwin, Alden Pridgen; Second Row: Justin Buie, Betty Clayton, 
Jonathan Witt, and Brian Lucas; Back Row: Scott Clouse, and Dink Puryear. 

The Joy Ringers; From Left to Right:  Mary Odom, Elsie Bowling, Betty 
Ray, Cathy Weeks, Marilyn Reese, Polly Goodwin, and Dink Puryear. 

Joanne and Frank Gatton enjoying the music service. 
Organist, Margaret Clyburn, was presented with flowers 
in thanks  for all her hard work for WPC. Pictured here 
with her daughter and 3 of her granddaughters. 

Rev. Jody Moore and his parents, Joe and 
Linda Moore. 

Nancy Martin and Edith Liles enjoying the lunch-
eon after  the service. 

Brian Lucas, Alden Pridgen, Justin Buie, and Jonathan Witt were a few of the college students honored that day. 

Music Director Eric Hendricks 
was presented with a blooming 
plant as an expression of thanks 
for his service to the church. 

Our Fellowship Din-
ner in April featured 
Gale Buck as our 
gu es t  sp e ak er /
performer. Gale 
entertained the group 
with tales about the 
History of Santa’s 
Woodsmen and the 
Magic of Christmas. 

Jimmy and Justine Piper with Gale. 

Ina Simpson and Edna Maclean 
enjoy the time of fellowship. 

Joe Morgan and Dink Puryear sit back and relax 

Gale Buck, Christie Buck, and Suzanne Boyd  

Sharlie Dyle, Sandra Mullen and Ruby Lee Dean having a 
good time together. 

April Fellowship Dinner 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

New Reader? Come Visit Us! We‟re so glad that you picked up this newsletter. 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
301 E. Whitaker Mill Rd. Å Raleigh, NC 27608 
(919) 828-0507 Å www.westminster-raleigh.org 
wpcraleigh@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

  
 

Series continues 

 in  

May  

at  

6:30 pm 

on 

Tuesdays 

Thursday, June 17th at 


